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Well, we are at the real business end of the season now. With an unusual amount of injuries this season, we 
seem to be struggling in the Premiers and the Firsts to not just gain traction, but continue traction and stop 
wheel spin, or slippage. 
 
The Hardham Cup is one that we have won in the past and it is no mean feat to do 
so. I sometimes wonder if our focus was on the "bottom 4" competition and not the 
Hardham Cup as an achievable goal with silverware. The games I have watched the 
Premiers and the Firsts have shown a skill level at least equal of the other teams, 
and in a lot of cases far superior. I suggest there are mostly dedicated players in 
both teams, as practices are well attended.  
 
The next two weeks are vital to the Tawa Rugby Club, our Players and Supporters.  
  
The 85's, Colts and Prezzies continue to take on the Opposition and beat them. 
These Guys have great comradeship and would all give their everything for each 
other. I watched the 85's on the weekend at Lyndhurst. What a game - it could so 
easily have swung either way points wise, but for the kicking of the "evergreen" Gino. 
The Defence was huge from both sides.  
  
Onward and upward Guys. We need to do some damage over the next few weeks.  
 

 

Club Profile 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 23 July – 85s Quiz 

 6 August – Senior 1st Poker Night 

 

 

First Name: Graeme 

Last Name: Ross 

Position (s): Coach 

How long have I been involved 

with Tawa: 
26 years 

Secondary School attended: Karamu High School (HB) 

Most memorable rugby moment: 
Winning the Hawkes Bay 

Club championship for Clive RFC  

Clive RFC 
 

My favourite home cooked meal: Bangers and Mash 

 
Best advise someone gave me: Don’t play squash again 

Allan Davidson 
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Upcoming Games – Saturday 16 July 

  Opponent Location Time 
Premier HOBM Lyndhurst Park 3.00pm 

Senior 1st P-Plim Lyndhurst Park 1.15pm 

Colts Wests Redwood Park 1.00pm 

85s MSP Redwood Park 3.00pm 

Presidents Rimutaka Maoribank Park 3.00pm 

U6 Tawa All Roof Solutions P-Plim Stingrays Lyndhurst Park 9.30am 

U6 Tawa Absolutely Maintenance  P-Plim Makos Lyndhurst Park 9.30am 

U6 Tawa United Video  P-Plim Eels Ngati Toa Domain 7 9.30am 

U7 Tawa North City Motors  Para’umu Vipers Lyndhurst Park 9.30am 

U7 TawaVaughanos Diesel Services Pare Plim Makos Lyndhurst Park 9.30am 

U8 Hawkings Plumbing Norths Hornets Kowhai Park 9.30am 

U9 Tawa I-4 Clothing Waikanae Highlanders Waikanae Park 3 9.30am 

U9 Tawa North City Hiab Hire  P-Plim Sharks Kowhai Park 10.30am 

U10 TawaHarcourts P-Plim Hammerheads Redwood Park 9.30am 

U11 TawaSkinforme Para’umu Boas Te Atiawa 3 9.30am 

U11 TawaTotalflow Waikanae Force Redwood Park 10.30am 

U12 Tawa Barbarians Tawa Barbarians Te Atiawa 2 10.30am 

U13 Tawa Rough Terrain Stokes Valley Petone Rec 3 9.20am 

 

Premiers 
 

The Prems and their loyal supporters ventured to Maoribank Park to play 

Rimutaka.   

This was a crucial game to win for both teams. It was more like an expedition to 

Antarctica. 

 

Prior to kick-off the heavens opened and we 

endured a severe thunderstorm and were 

pelted by hail stones. 

Tawa were forced to play into a strong 

southerly wind and struggled to make much 

inroads into the Rimutaka half. 

The game was halted for 5 minutes as the winds became gailforce and 

players and spectators alike were struggling to stand up. 

 

A combination of good tactical play by the home side, using 

the elements and poor discipline by Tawa had Rimutaka 

leading 12-0 at half time. 

 

The Tawa faithful believed if we could match the home side 

tactics we could get the required points to overcome the 

determined Rimutaka side. 

 

An early Tawa penalty reduced the deficit and then a good 

build up and team try closed the gap to 8-12. 

 

With 20 minutes remaining and Tawa gaining momentum I 

was confident of a vital victory for us. 
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Despite the forwards toiling away in very difficult conditions, and a domination of territory the plucky 

Rimutaka held out Tawa. They proved they were more desperate for and scored a famous victory. 

 

The home teams players and supporters were jubilant to secure the 4 points. 

 

The time is not for panicking but to dig deep as a Rugby club battling to keep Premier status. We need to 

play for the pride of the Tawa jersey and all supporters need to keep the faith. We need a big turnout at 

Lyndhurst Park this week as we take on HOBM. 

 

It will not be easy but I know you are good enough to be in Premier grade. 

David Gaunt 

Passionate Tawa  Supporter 

Senior 1st 

 

Last time we met Petone - it was a hiding 50 something points, they are 

top of the table, so it was going to be hard work. With 4 front line 

players out, and a very thin reserves bench hard work was going to be 

needed. 

 

Change in the backline putting Johnno Boyd was a master stroke by 

backs Coach Jason, he could see the potential in this young player, but 

he was playing well at 9 all year.  

 

Tawa came out firing in the first half, rolling the Petone forwards in every phase, and 

Johnno’s kicking game was Daniel Carter like, keeping the Petone team pinned in 

their own 22, some well worked tried and forward power saw the half time score 14-3 

to the boys, but now it was Petone time with a strong wind.  

 

Injuries in the forwards and prems player Av having to cover for the top team, saw 

co-coach Matthew Webster put the boots on and lead a hungry forward pack, with 

tries going back and forth and Petone got within 2 points with 1 minute to go, 

defense was the name and no silly penalties, and what happened a SILLY PENALTY 

in front of the post a gift and a get out of jail free card for Petone. 

 

It was a game that finally the Tawa team knew they could play – lead by James and 

Ato and the new 1st 5 Johnno and the rest of the season will be interesting - and we 

are gunning for that top 4. 

 

Presidents 

 
 
The Pressies had another great result over Wellington winning 24-20 at Ian Galloway 
on a field so bad the ref went looking for a better one, only to dicover we had 
the best piece of the landfill to offer. 
 
Dispite the conditions there were some great trys including Biddos man of the match 
run from outside half way similar to a certain Ozzy half backs.  
 
Gordys try was wasnt quite as far but just as gutsy and Zarque and Fonzy scored 
one each.  

 
 

 

Jason Holtham 

Coach 

 

Richard Stonnell  
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U6 Tawa Absolutely Maintenance 

Tawa U6 Absolutely Maintenance were on tour this week and headed to Te Atiawa Park on the Kapiti Coast 
to play the Paraparaumu Boas.  

In blustery but sunny conditions the boys played a great running game of rugby and with every game we are 
seeing their skills improve!  

Thanks to all the parents for getting the team up there and ready to go on time! 

Player of the Day: Ryan Mallon for great ripping! 

Avril Ringrose 
 

U6 Tawa United Video V’s U6 Tawa All Roof Solutions 

 

On Saturday 9 July at Lyndhurst Park, for the first time this season two of the under six teams were drawn 

against each other. Great rugby skills were on display and sportsmanship was shown by both teams. Fun 

was had by all players. There were phases in the game where competitiveness was shown but overall the 

game was played in good sprit.  

 

It allowed the parents and supporters to see the future depth of Tawa Junior rugby. The under six grade has 

3 Tawa teams and therefore they will provide Tawa with an abundance of future players.  

 

There were a lot of standout performers, based on the final outcome of the game, the Tawa United Video 

team had a huge influence on the final result. 

 

Final score 16-12 to Tawa United Video  

 

Tawa United Video Try scorers 

Ethan Johnson 3 

Oliver Cuff 6 

Matthew Cuff 7 

 

Tawa All Roof Solutions Try scorers 

Anthony Hunt 9 (Tawa United Video loaned player) 

Dallas Talamaivao 2 (Tawa United Video loaned player) 

Lilly Allen 1 

 

Player of the Day: Erica for her outstanding team spirit. 

 

Cliff Hunt 

Coach 

U7 Tawa North City Motors 

 

The Tawa under 7 North City Motors played  the Paraparaumu Boas at Lyndhurst . We had a good hard 
game this week and a close one with Tawa only up by one try at half time.  
 
The Boys played well in the second half on defence with some great commitment with diving rips and landing 
in the only mud patch on the field. Great tries scored by both teams and some great passing before getting 
ripped by James Pettersson to set up a couple of tries. A good win for the team 18 -14  
  
Tries Scored: 
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Dylan Pettersson     6 
Tristan So’oialo          4 
Ben Park                     3 
Jack Singer                  3 
James Pettersson     2 
  
Sports Person of the Day: James Pettersson 
  
Player of the Day: Jack Singer  

Dean Pettersson 
 

U8 Tawa Hawkings Plumbing 

vs Para Plim Makos 
 
A great team effort in this re-match from a couple of weeks ago. The U8s stuck to there guns to compete well 
throughout the match in a improved performance from their last outing against Para Plim. 

The Hawkins Plumbing Player of the Day was Owen. Owen showed a no nonsense approach by following 
coaching instructions and implementing them on the field. Leading to good Tawa go forward, good runs down 
the sideline and to top it off and good break away try! 

 Well done! 
 

Karl Kalders 

U10 Tawa Harcourts  

 
A decent break in the weather provided a fantastic day for the boys to clash with the P-Plim Sharks at 
Kowhai park. Missing regular high performing forward Jamie was always going to provide good opportunity 
for the other forwards to do more work and get their hands on the ball. Probably a good part of the reason 
why Sean had his best game of the season earning him man of the match, he was also very unlucky not to 
have scored being driven out millimeters from the try line.  
  
Max showed great commitment in getting on the field despite being ill so as not to let the team down, after 
near fainting we borrowed a player from the opposition. With a player from the opposition becoming injured 
the teams fell down to 9 a side and it was really awesome after last weeks game to have all parents cheering 
when the opposition lad recovered and each team got 10 back on the field. 
  
Cam again showed his versatility stepping into 1st five after doing the same at half back last week, the back 
line didn’t miss a beat getting the ball out wide to the wing on several occasions. It was unfortunate that 
mauls were a big feature of the game as they just suck players in and reduce the opportunity for running 
open rugby.  
  
Jo was unlucky not to score on at least two occasions with his efforts to look for support distracting him from 
pinning his ears back and going straight to the line. The boys were unlucky to go down 4 tries to 6 in a very 
fairly contested game of rugby.  It was great to meet another coach from P-Plim with the goal of teaching the 
kids how to play good rugby and love the game rather than merely winning, that’s what junior rugby is all 
about. 
 

Rob 
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Some pictures from our gallery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Sponsors 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

North City Motors Tawa 

Local people – specialising in Tawa 

& actively supporting your community – 232 4178 


