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Tawa Rugby Football Club  

Weekly News   22 July 2011 
  
What a pleasure to go to watch two games last Saturday in sunny warm conditions. Both our Premiers and 
Senior 1st teams performed very well. I must say that the Senior 1st were very unlucky not to have won when 
in the final play of the game, the referee was caught on the wrong side of the maul and failed to see the ball 
being grounded by our forwards. To lose two games in two weeks in the last few minutes must be gut 
wrenching for the players and team management as well as their supporters. 
  
The Premiers turned on a great display of open rugby and did what they had to – “That was to winò and win 
they did! It was pleasing to see the players returning to the change room with smiles on their faces. 
  
Next Saturday is without doubt the most important game for the Club’s Premiers’ team since gaining Premier 
status in 1988. A win will see us retain this status – a loss and we could be in Senior 1 depending on other 
results. 
  
So if you have not been to any games this year, then I ask that you come and 
support the boys in this vital game. 
  
                             WHERE                  ñTHE CAGEò IAN GALLOWAY PARK 
                             OPPONENTS         WESTS 
                            TIME                        2.15PM SATURDAY 23 JULY 
  
Let’s not forget the Senior 1st in their quest to retain their current status by 
supporting them in their game against Johnsonville at Helston Park at 2.15pm. Pity 
about the clash of times. 
  
I am not sure if you are aware of the selection of two former Tawa Premier players 
being selected in Rugby World Cup Teams. They are Jeremy Kyne who will be 
representing Canada and Jeff Makepule who will be representing Romania. 
Congratulations to both these lads. If at all possible, we hope to have them visit the 
clubrooms where we will be recognising their achievements.  

 Club Profile 

 

First Name: Giovanni 

Last Name: Fesuiai 

Nickname: G 

Playing Position (s): 15/Wing/Centres 

How long I have you played for Tawa 1 year 

Secondary School attended: Aotea College 

Most memorable rugby moment: Any time we beat Norths 

The person I admire the most: My Sister 

My pre-game rituals: Take a nevous one 

My favourite home cooked meal: Sunday roast with trimmings 

 If I was a car, what type of car would I be: Mustang 

 Best advice someone gave me: Be your best. Do your best. 

Paul McEnaney 
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Upcoming Events 

 

¶ 23 July ï 85s Quiz ï Postponed  

¶ 6 August – Senior 1st Poker Night 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Games ï Saturday 23 July 

  Opponent Location Time 
Premier Wests Ian Galloway 2.15pm 

Senior 1st P-Plim Lyndhurst Park 1.15pm 

Colts Wests Redwood Park 1.00pm 

85s MSP Redwood Park 3.00pm 

Presidents Rimutaka Maoribank Park 3.00pm 
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Premiers 

 

Well after the disappointment of the previous week I was keen to see an improved Tawa effort. I was 

rewarded for my belief in the team. We have shown great promise at times but lacked consistency to be at 

the higher echelon of Wellington Club Rugby.  

The rugby gods blessed Lyndhurst Park with a fine windless afternoon and Tawa relished the perfect 

conditions with a display that demonstrated their true capabilities.  

The forwards delivered good quality ball to the backs who cut loose to run riot and we scored 8 scintillating 

tries.  

The scoreboard attendant was forced to work overtime but he did no complain. The HOBM team, to their 

credit never gave up and showed true courage in defeat. Final score Tawa 51 HOBM 12. The Key for Tawa 

is to continue the momentum to the next week where we play Wests at Ian Galloway Park. The game is 

crucial to ensure our survival in Premier Rugby next year.  Avalon, Wests & Rimutaka are equally desperate 

to achieve this result.  

As a loyal passionate Tawa Supporter I have belief in this team and will there to cheer the boys next week.  

Come on all Tawa Supporter we you there next week.  

Tawa you can get there if you play together as a team and make your family and supporters proud.  

 

David Gaunt  

Loyal Passionate One-Eyed Tawa Supporter 

Senior 1st 

In the last round, P-Plims’ top team put us to the sword with a 55-23 defeat, but the 
boys were up for it and determined to make amends. 

The boys came out firing, scoring the first try and put the heat on the Plim team 
from the star,, with two well worked tries. But the boot of P-Plim kept them in the 
game.  

One thing that let us down with 12 points missed with the boot – late in the game P-
Plim got ahead 23-22 and it was a dog fight from there, with the Tawa boys getting 
right down to the try line, with some powerful runs from Junior (who was recalled for 
this game), a great drive from the forward pack and then Junior dotting the ball 
down on the line, and the ref on the other side of the ruck. But the ref declined the 
try to the disgust of the crowd!   

We are still placed 5th and looking to make the semis.  

Colts 

 

9 July 2011 

The Colts played Upper Hutt in what would have to be the worst playing conditions I have seen for so long.  

As we were warming up, the sky darkened and we were treated to a show of thunder and lightning. The 

heavens then opened and we were pelted by hail the size of marbles which got everyone running to the trees 

for cover.  At this stage, with the field covered in hail and the temperature plummeting, we thought the game 

was going to be called off but at 2.55pm it cleared enough to commence playing.  

With the forwards battling and the backs kicking for territory, we were thankfully rewarded with a try twenty 

minutes into the game from a quick tap by Lotu Nuku which was in return converted by Peter Goldsmith. This 

Jason Holtham 

Coach 
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turned out to be one of those games that whoever scored first was going to get the upper hand. This was 

certainly the case and we scored again with Tito Ioane touching down in the corner on one of the few times 

the ball went out to the backs.  

Up 12-0 at halftime, we got into a huddle to try and keep warm without much success. With the reserves 

coming on, the rest of the players had to then go and sit in the cars to thaw out and warm up. With the hail 

melted, the middle of the field resembled a lake but it was back to business and we soon got a penalty in a 

handy position for Peter Goldsmith to convert.  Upper Hutt had the wind behind their backs which assisted 

them being successful in scoring an unconverted try.  Their game plan was to kick for territory so it was lucky 

our fullback, Kalim Kelemete, was on form to kick the ball back with interest. Kalim then scored one last try, 

making the final score Tawa 20-5.  

Kalim Kelemete was Player of the Day kicking us out of trouble and playing a great all round game. 

16 June 2011 

The Colts played Wests at Redwood Park under blue skies. It was a big day as our English import, Tom 

Burgess, had his last game before heading home to England. It was befitting that Tom got the ball rolling by 

scoring the first try with some good backing up and putting the Wests’ fullback under pressure. With Simon 

Middleton also converting, it was just the start we wanted. We kept the pressure on throughout the half and 

were rewarded with two further tries – one to Lotu Nuku and the other to Peter Goldsmith who converted his 

own try to go into halftime with a handy lead 19-5.  

 

In the second half we continued to dominate and scored two more times, with tries to Axle Reynolds and  

Cleveland Wairau and one successful conversion to Peter. Wests managed to run 

in two consolation tries at the end of the second half but it was too little too late and 

the final score was 31-15. 

It was hard to pick a Player of the Day as everyone played superbly, Rakai 

Rangiawha got the honours with a good all-round performance. 

 

We had a farewell party at the club for Tom and Holly. We had a feed and some 

beverages and DJ Smiley Eyes to get us through the night. Tom came to New 

Zealand for a holiday and to see his Uncle Chris and family. He came down to a 

training session and ended up a committed Colts’ team member for 12 weeks.He 

fitted  well into our team environment and the team wish him well for the future. We 

hope we all meet again someday. 

 

Luke Tomlinson has a Wellington U18 trial this Sunday and we wish him well. I’m 

sure he will make us proud.  

 

85s 

Wow, what a wakeup call! 

After breezing through the first round undefeated, the Titans hit a brick wall in MSP.  

In what will be my shortest write-up yet, all I can say is WE GOT SMASHED! Without making any excuses, it 
doesn’t help that we only had 15 fit players.  

The final score 42-13 shows we were punished but with players out injured, not turning up, or overweight, it 
was a decent effort. All the boys MUST be at training  tonight and Wednesday. We have a fair way to go to 
make semis. 

 

Tony Tomlinson 

Manager 

 

Joseph Denyer 
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Presidents 

 
The Pressies travelled to Rimutaka and encountered another competitive ϥ¢ŀƪŀϥ ǎƛŘŜ ƪŜŜƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ 
against a Tawa team. 
 
We were asked to avenge a controversial result at that club a week ago and we did. To the tune of 25-7, with tries to 
Silva, Zarq, and Lee . Man of the Match went to Gazza, who took on a staunch mid-field and carved up until late in the 
second half. When he was forced from the field with a dislocated elbow after another 
attacking run, there was a vicious rumour that he did it in the bar. Not true but overloading 
may have contributed to a weakness over the years.  
 
The 'Taka' boys are always very hospitable after the game and put on a great spread 
followed by speeches and awards in which a popular 'passed away' Tawa Pressie – Kemp 
Timu was remembered.  
 
This has become a memorial match between our teams because of the generosity shown to 
Kemps family by the 'Taka' boys at the height of his illness.  
 
Congratulations for a great win to the Prems in the weekend. Please knock those cocky 
roosters off next week for us.  

 

 

 

U6 Tawa Absolutely Maintenance 

Tawa U6 Absolutely Maintenance were on tour this week and headed to Te Atiawa Park on the Kapiti Coast 
to play the Paraparaumu Boas.  

In blustery but sunny conditions, the boys played a great running game of rugby and with every game, we are 
seeing their skills improve!  

Thanks to all the parents for getting the team up there and ready to go on time! 

Player of the Day: Ryan Mallon for great ripping! 

Avril Ringrose 
 

U6 Tawa United Video  

 

Paramata Plimmerton Eels vs Tawa United Video 

On Saturday, 16 July, Tawa United Video took on another of the under 6 Paraplim teams. Keen to continue 

with their unbeaten record, the United Video team came with their game heads on. The game was a stop-

start affair, whereas our United Video team is accustomed to a faster flowing game. 

 

The United Video team showed competitiveness, skills, and flair for the game and a good time was had by 

all. 

 

Final score was 14-8 to Tawa. 

 

Tawa United Video try scorers: 

Oliver Cuff  5 

Ethan Johnson  4 

Anthony Hunt  4 

Cliff (Jnr) Hunt  1 

Richard Stonnell 
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Player of the Day was Cliff (Jnr) Hunt for his continued hard work and his great bump off to score his try. 

 

Finally, there will be no YouTube footage of our under 6 team due to scouts trying to poach our players. You 

can all see our Tawa under 6 United Video team on display at Westpac Stadium on Wednesday, 27 

July at the Wellington Lions vs Canterbury ITM cup game. 

 

Cliff Hunt 

Coach 

U7 Tawa North City Motors 

The Tawa Under 7 North City Motors played  the Paraparaumu Vipers at Lyndhurst. It was a cold start to the 
day with the kids not keen to catch the ball with frozen hands in the warm ups, but once the whistle went for 
the start of the game, there were no complaints. 

We had only six players this week and the Vipers were happy to play six on six giving the teams lots of space 
on the outside. The team played their best game of the season with lots of great passing and great defence, 
only letting in 8 tries.  

Good tries were scored by Tawa, set up by quick passing and passing before the rip was made. Five out of 
the six boys scored tries, so a good team effort!  A good win for the team 20-8.   

Tries scored: 

Dylan Pettersson 6 
Tristan So’oialo    4 
Ben Park   5 
Jack Singer  4 
James Pettersson 1 

  

Sportsperson of the Day: IkhanLearwood 

Player of the Day: Ben Park 

Dean Pettersson 
 

U8 Tawa Hawkings Plumbing 

A good team effort against an improved Norths’ team. The U8s competed well in this match with only a 
couple of mistakes being the difference on the final scoreboard. 

The Hawkings Plumbing Player of the Day was Tofuka. Tofuka. Back from injury after being out for 2 weeks 
he was back to his usual best, tackling hard in some brutal hits, weaving his magic with the ball and scoring a 
couple of good tries. 

The Support Player award went to Leeroy. Leeroy showed great enthusiasm with a keenness to run with the 
ball and always putting his hand up for a hit up. Playing on the wing he provided good assistance to his 
inside players. Awesome stuff!  

 

Karl Kalders 
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U10 Tawa Harcourts  

  
First up a big shout out to Max and his family. Max was too crook to play on Saturday but wanted to come 
down and watch. Well, today Max went under the knife for a blown appendix. Go hard Max, go hard! 
  
Jack stepped up from U9s to fill in for Max and did a great job at 1/5 against the Paraplim Hammerheads, 
showing no lack of ability or keenness. It raises an opportunity for any U9s who are feeling pretty good about 
their rugby to play for the U10s for a couple of games instead of a Rep season. With Jamie in Singapore and 
Max likely out for the season, we’re down to 9 regulars for 10 aside! 
  
A good game for the guys matching up with a pretty competent team with good fast backs, a couple of whom 
had great fends. The boys certainly had an improved performance in many areas but weren’t able to get on 
top on the scoreboard, going down 9-7. Rucks were much improved with the guys providing good ball for the 
runners. Kahana even threw a miss out pass off the back of a ruck that got the outside man. Yes, there was 
one, away. Again the backs had good formation, passing and running. Ezi passed more in this one game 
than the rest of the season and it really improved his game, earning him Man of the Match. Penalties still 
cause problems but we did see a huge hit by Sam bringing a runner to a stop, and Connor busting thru from 
a 5 m penalty for a try. Certainly an improvement!  
  
Forward focus is to sort out our “open field” tackling – the stuff that happens off penalties, restarts, and set 
pieces. The tackling up close is getting pretty solid and is almost right.  
 

Rob 

U12 Tawa Barbarians 

 

Venue: Ti Atiawa 

 

Half Time – Barbarians 7 – Cobras 5 

Fulltime ï Barbarians 24 ï Cobras 10 

 

Points scorers: 

Bosman (No 8 – Captain)  2 tries and 2 conversions 

Otto Ioane (Wing)  Try 

Keegan McKeef (Prop)  Try 

 

Barbarian Player of the Day:  Keegan McKeef 

Cobras Player of the Day:  HarrissSiasia 

 

Team Report 

 

On Saturday one of our players became a star within our ranks. Keegan McKeef, the lightest player in our 

team who has struggled in some facets of his game, broke from a ruck, collected a loose ball and charged 

over the line for his first try. Without question, this one effort has become the highlight of the coaches’ 

season.  Keegan, this skinny little white kid with a heart of a lion, has reinforced the reasons why we 

volunteer to coach. From here his rugby world has just become a whole new play ground. Well done! 

 

ñThey told me to go play soccer, that I was too skinny and was a white boy who couldnôt tackle. Now 13 years 

later, those same guys – coaches and players –  canôt even look me in the eye when I roll up to the local club 

ï Thanks Dad for believing in me.ò ï Andrew Merhtens.  

 

Watch Keegan on Youtube score his try and celebrate his moment. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iV82rOIzIYM 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zdKM6EDy2Mc 

 

U12ôs Tawa Invitational Rebels – 42 vs Hutt Zone Reps U12ôs ï 25 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iV82rOIzIYM
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The Tawa Invitational wish to thank Steve Henare, Ron Mihaere and Trevor Hales (coaches of the Souljahs) 

for supporting this concept and enrolling the Souljash players together with Mr and Mrs Tai and Mr Cruise.  

 

This weekend the U12s and U13s from Western Bays will be competing in the inter-zone tournament. Two of 

our top players, Bosman and Rikele who didn’t trial, have been invited into the team. Well done boys and 

good luck! 

 

Club Captain 

 
What a weekend of rugby for our Club. The Firsts were very unlucky not to take a win, but based on their 
previous game against P-Plim earlier in the season, there was a 100-fold improvement. A one point deficit, 
but 4 tries scored. These boys are now firing and looking like a winning team at last. A strategic change at 
1st Five did not go unnoticed - was this Mat or Jas's idea? 
  
It was great to see the Premiers string together 80 minutes of good rugby. A few key guys back in the team 
certainly helped the mission, and the Prems were definitely on a mission. They 
have an even tougher mission this weekend at Wests and I hope we can muster all 
our supporters for a "winner take all" match. I for one, cannot wait for Saturday. Our 
Premiers are on fire! 
  
The Prezzies took Rimutaka. I believe that a very passionate speech about Tawa 
not being beaten on the Maoribank fields in consecutive weekends was the basis of 
the pre-game chat. Good on ya Fonzie! 
  
Our 85s had a tough day at the office with MSP. They (MSP) must have been 
good, because not many get past our guys.  
  
The Colts have continued on their winning way, beating Wests at home. The Colts 
have been very instrumental in helping the Firsts. The coaches and management 
have no issues with the big picture, being that of the Club first. Great guys and 
great attitude - but still the Colts win!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allan Davidson 

Syd Hunt 

Coach 
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Some pictures from our gallery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Sponsors 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

North City Motors Tawa 

Local people ς specialising in Tawa 

& actively supporting your community ς 232 4178 


