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Weekly News .o

Well...What a result for our Prems last Saturday and they played in atrocious conditions.

This was the best forward display | have seen from a Tawa pack for many years. It was total commitment for
80 minutes and the second half performance was a treat to witness.

To all those loyal supporters who turned out in such cold wet weather, | am sure you felt rewarded by the
team’s efforts. | felt sorry for those backs who had to stand and watch in the freezing conditions and it was
not surprising to see so many of them helping out the forwards.

Unfortunately our Senior 1st side was on the end of a loss and they now need
plenty of support in their final couple of games to retain the current status.

The Colts continue to show good form and have qualified for a semi-final with two
weeks still to play.

| would like to make mention of our Presidents’ team. They played at Lyndhurst on
Saturday and drew with HOBM. It was terrific to see both teams enjoying each
other’'s company in such a way. They mixed so well and had their own speeches
and Player of the Day awards. Great to see and long may this type of camaraderie
last!

This Saturday we have a home semi-final against Rimutaka. Hopefully the weather
will be kind to us and that you will find time to be there to support the boys.

Paul McEnaney

Club Profile

First Name: Simon

Last Name: Middleton
Position (s): 15

How long I have played for Tawa: 1*'year
Secondary School attended: Tawa College

Most memorable rugby moment: Winning Furrie Cup playing for the

college
My pre-game rituals: | have the same breakfast
My favourite home cooked meal: Steak Sandwich
Best advice someone gave me: Work hard, play hard
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Upcoming Events

6 August — Senior 1% Poker Night
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Tawa Rugby Club Rooms

6 August 2011

6pm - 7/pm Rego

$20 - and bring you partner and she pays $10
Ladies night special, $10 re-buy

Cheap drinks (happy hour 6pm — 7pm)

Prize pool depends on amount of players

Upcoming Games — Saturday 30 July

Opponent Location Time
Premier Rimutaka Lyndhurst Park 2.00pm
Senior 1* MSP Lyndhurst Park 12.00noon
Colts Wainui Mary Crowther 12.00noon
85s OoBU Alex Moore Park 2.15pm
Presidents Rimutaka RedwoodPark 2.15pm

Premiers

Tawa travelled to the cage to play Wests. The result was crucial as a defeat for either team could mean
relegation for next season.

Another shocking day greeted those brave enough to venture to the match. The conditions determined the
game would be a forward battle with none of the open still rugby of the previous week. Tawa had the benefit
of a strong breeze in the first half and dominated the territory and possession. Two early penalties and a
converted try had Tawa leading 13-0 at half-time.

Would this be enough to keep out the competitive Wests to earn the vital victory?
The next 40 minutes showed the true desire and passion | have longed for as a Tawa supporter. In the finest

traditions of NZ rugby, our forwards played to a superb game plan that the mighty Pinetree would have been
proud of.
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Wests certainly had their chances but a determined Tawa pack held them in line and withstood all attacking
forays with punishing defence. A failed penalty attempt and a subsequent Wests’ error lead to a converted try
to Tawa and a 20-0 lead.

This was the final score and a relieved Tawa team and supporters celebrated their fine Victory.

Congratulations to the Premiers for securing their statue in the top level for 2012.

If you can reproduce the same passion and commitment, the goal is realistic. First goal is next week’s home
semi-final against Rimutaka.

Come on boys, keep training hard and the rewards will follow!
See you all at Lyndhurst Park this Saturday.

David Gaunt
Passionate Tawa Supporter

Colts

The Tawa Colts played Petone at Petone Rec in windy, wet conditions.

Tawa started with the strong wind at their backs and were the first to get points on the board with a Peter
Goldsmith penalty. This was followed by a good forward tussle to be rewarded with a try to our captain, Lotu
Nuku, which was converted by Peter.

Petone were next to score and we went into half-time 10-5 up. With the wind now into our faces, we knew our
lead was not going to be enough, but with positive team talk from the coaches letting the boys know they
would have to dig deep, they collectively stepped up to the challenge ahead. With
big defence and pick-and-goes inching us up the field for long periods, Petone’s
only reward in the second half was a penalty, giving us a 10-8 victory at full-time.

This was a very tough game in trying conditions with a result that could have gone
either way. Petone were relentless and our boys showed great character to keep
the ball in hand for such long periods of time.

Player of the Day was our hard working prop, Grant Penno.

We would also like to say “Well done” to the Prems on beating Wests, and good
luck for this Saturday against Rimutaka. We have an early game so will be on the
side-line supporting you.

Tony Tomlinson
Manager
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85s

Who thought it would be a good idea to play in near sub-zero conditions at 6:30 at night?

Seriously, Penguins would have had nightmares playing in the conditions we played in. But whose
complaining!

After taking a hammering the week before, the Titans needed to lift their game against Eastbourne. The
conditions definitely played their part. Playing into a strong wind, the boys were able to dominate early with
some massive work from the forwards. Our pick-and-goes were working a treat and we were making some
good metres. On the back of this and with great support play from Cam, we were able to open the scoring
early.

Not long after and with Eastbourne playing hot potato with the ball on their own try line, a fumbled pass led to
another try to the bulking 62kg winger, Cameron Cornelius.

Going into half-time up 14-3 and knowing the wind was going to be at our backs in the 2nd half, the boys felt
very confident. In fact, that was about all we felt. Brrrrrr......

The second half kicked off and our forwards set the platform early. Strong running from Ben10 and Delaney
always had us on the front foot. With a quick turnover at a ruck, the Titans were able to get the ball wide and
Tye was able to put Delaney Jr into a hole from 30 metres out. Brushing off a few wannabe tacklers, Delaney
dotted down for the first try of the second half.

With the game starting to come to a head and with the Titans again dominating territory thanks to good
forward play, Geno was able to smash his way over for the bonus point try.

Breaking News: This is hot off the press!! Last week Geno was able to bring up his 100th point for the
season. He is currently sitting on 114 points. Well done Geno!

With a late conciliation try to Eastbourne, the game was over and the Titans were back on track. Final score:
28-8.

Player of the Day: Ben10 (McAlpine)
Joseph Denyer
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Presidents

The Pressies were held to all draw against HOBM at Lyndhurst in very cold souttgaly
conditions where both teams fell into the trap of kicking too long and having to scrum back
due to the strength of the wind.

We had the better of them for most of the game but a rejigged baeldue to Gaz@a
injury last weelkandthen another rejig just after halime due to Zigg® injury at halfback
compromised our ability to take advantadéredit to HOBM though for coming up to the
clubrooms and having a good old fashioriaftermatcte.

Fantastic result by the Prems at theock<rage dn IdoKing forward to Rimutaka coming
to dour hous€  Bafirday. It@ time to put the ledger straighboyd

Richard Stonnell

U6 Tawa United Video

vs Upper Hutt Under 6 — at Westpac Stadium

TheUnited Video team made the most of the school
holiday break from scheduled games to take on Uppe N -
Hutt Under 6 at Westpac Stadium. The evening was 2
O2tf R o0dzi GKS 062@8a&a RARyYyQI
excitement took over.

iy

UpperHutt, like the United Video teanboasted an
unbeaten record so far this season, so they were as
keen as our team to continue this recotdbwever
they had not encountered this Tawa team before! As
always the team took no mercy and played wstich
style and skill the Upper Hutt team were unable to
match.

The final result wa8-2 to Tawa.

Try scorers were:
Anthony Huntt 2
Ethan Johnson
Matthew Cuff
Oliver Cuff

Dallas Talamaivao
CIiff (Inr) Hutt

PR R RN

The United Video team were also awardethm of the
Tournament and won tickets to the movies for the whole team!
The parents were extremely proud to see their children interviewed on the big screen.

Ellie Wilson (very proud older sister/loyal supporter/Under 9 team member) Cliff Hunt

Coach
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U8 Tawa Hawkings Plumbing

vs Stokes Valley

The U8s’ Saturday match was against Stokes
Valley during half-time at the Wellington Lions
and Auckland match at a cold and wintry
Westpac Stadium.

The boys started the evening off with a parade
around the field with the other teams
representing all the clubs in the Wellington
region.

The match itself finished 2 tries all with Tofuka
scoring both Tawa's tries.

All'in all, a great experience for the boys to get
out on the field with the big boys!

Karl Kalders

Club Captain

It was a dismal afternoon in Tawa when | picked up Paul MacEnaney to venture forth to lan Galloway Park to
watch our Premiers play. As we drove along the motorway to J'ville and the road leading alongside the J'ville
Railway Station, we both commented on the pros and cons of today’s match - a must win for Tawa with our
future plans in tatters if the unspeakable happened.

We got to Crofton Downs and struck very low cloud and fog conditions. We thought it could get no worse -
we were wrong. The weather at Wests Field made Tawa look like it was having a reasonable day — well, not
that good, but those out there saw a difference. We braved our way to the field and observed an umbrella
turned inside out, the owner having given up on it. To our utter amazement and undoubted pleasure we
found we were not the only brave souls from Tawa who had travelled to watch and encourage our Premiers.
What a great turnout.

The Premiers did not let themselves or the supporters down. 13-nil at half-time
and we all wondered if it would be enough. The second half would have our boys
into the gale-force wind and lashing rain. The team knuckled down to a wet
weather game with a forward display that was simply awesome. You would have
to go a long way to see a game plan played out in such masterful fashion.

There has been a lot of committee work going into next year’s plans for the Club,
but we needed a Premier team to allow this to happen. They have delivered, so
hopefully the Club will deliver. Now here is a prediction! Tawa Premiers will be in
the Jubilee Cup semis next year.

Premiers, you made us proud!!

Allan Davidson
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Some pictures from our gallery
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